Assyrian Temples and Palaces
their young, and under his shadow dwelt all grea for now is 'Nineveh a desolation and dry like a ^ and flocks lie down in the midst of her: all the be nations, both the cormorant and the bittern, loc upper lintels of it; their voice sings in the wine desolation is in the thresholds.' (Ezekiel, xxxi Zephaniah, ii, 13 and I4.)"1
This north-western palace at Nimrud, from wl Layard exhumed these majestic representations divinities, and whose halls were later to yield him bas-reliefs, was subsequently identified as the palace asirpal II (885-860), the king who had transferred his from Assur to Calah. It was the oldest arid the fin in the city and its discovery made the name of Hen: famous. As well as many scenes of military campaigi sieges and building works, the royal residence contai famous hunting scenes showing wild animals in flight, or being put to death. The dramatic naturalisir scenes was to make Assyrian art famous throughout 1 The Assyrian kings were the first of a line of hunting which continued over thousands of years; the last were to be found in the early years of our own twen tury. Hunting afforded them the opportunity of e in times of peace, their courage, skill and strength, the mythical founder of the kingdom of Assyria, was hunter before the Lord". Ninus, the legendary 1 Nineveh, was as famous for his combats with lions an( as for his triumphs over warring peoples. The Bal